
 

 

SALT LAKE CITY HISTORIC LANDSCAPES REPORT 

Executive Summary 
 

Artesian Well Pocket Park 
SLCHLR NO. 15 

 

Artesian Well Pocket Park is located in the Central City Neighborhood, Salt Lake City, Salt Lake County, 

Utah. It is sited on the southwest corner of 500 East and 800 South. The setting of the park is considered 

historically significant, dating to the settlement in the Salt Lake Valley; however the features within the 

park are not.  

 

In 1979 a pocket-park was established at this historic artesian well site. The quarter-acre park is located 

within residential/retail zoning district. Across the street to the east are single family homes, and to the 

west and to the south are single-family homes and low-density apartments, many documented as historic 

residences dating as early as 1890. To the north across the street are additional single-family homes and 

two retail shops located on the west and east corners of the intersection at 500 East 800 South.   

 

Located on a corner lot, Artesian Well Pocket Park is accessed from both the 500 East and 800 frontages 

via four specific entrance points. Primary pedestrian access to the rectangular-shaped park is from the 

southwest corner of the intersection at 500 East 800 South. A secondary access is located along 800 

South, with two more from the 500 East frontage.  

 

The Artesian Well Pocket Park was originally a stock watering hole for oxen to rest and hydrate while 

travelling between Little Cottonwood Canyon’s granite quarry and the construction site of The Church of 

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints’ Salt Lake Temple in downtown Salt Lake City. The aquifer sourced to 

the artesian well comes from a large recharge area that extends from Red Butte Creek underneath the 

University of Utah.  

 
 



Page 1 

 

SALT LAKE CITY HISTORIC LANDSCAPES REPORT 
 

Artesian Well Pocket Park 
SLCHLR NO. 15 

 

Location:  Artesian Well Pocket Park is located in the Central City Neighborhood, Salt Lake City, 

Salt Lake County, Utah. It is located on the southwest corner of 500 East and 800 South 

(see fig. 1).   

 

Latitude: 40° 45’05.94” N, 111° 52’ 38.14” W (southwest corner of the park, Google 

Earth) 

 

Significance: The setting of the Artesian Well Pocket Park is considered historically significant, dating 

to the settlement in the Salt Lake Valley; however the features within the park are not 

(Landscapes 4).  

 

Description:  In 1979 a pocket-park was established at this historic artesian well site (Landscape). The 

quarter-acre park is located within residential/retail zoning district. Across the street to 

the east, to the west and to the south are single-family homes and low-density apartments, 

many documented as historic residences dating as early as 1890. To the north across the 

street are additional single-family homes and two retail shops located on the west and 

east corners of the intersection at 500 East 800 South (827; Central; Landscape).   

 

Located on a corner lot, the Artesian Well Pocket Park is accessed from both the 500 East 

and 800 frontages via four specific entrance points. Primary pedestrian access to the 

rectangular-shaped park is from the southwest corner of the intersection at 500 East 800 

South. A secondary access is located along 800 South, with two more from the 500 East 

frontage. The surrounding area is relatively flat. One-hour vehicular parking is allowed 

along 800 South (see fig. 2).  

 

The northwest entrance, located along 800 South, is defined by a red brick wall. A 

decorative metal light fixture is located west of this entrance. Red and grey brick pavers 

and two types of exposed aggregate concrete paving run the length of the walkway along 

800 South (see figs. 3-5). 

 

Passing through the northwest entrance of the park, freestanding walls frame a mounded 

outdoor grass hill to the west. To the east, brick retaining walls are used to form grassy 

terraces, partially enclosed by the upper extensions of the walls. The northwest entrance 

ultimately opens into a courtyard featuring a two-tiered planter along the southern brick 

wall perimeter. The design of structure suggests that the original function was a fountain, 

with the remnants of old piping and a pump casing found in the rear vicinity. Just east of 

the two-tiered planter is a decorative black metal light fixture, a small brick planter box 

containing a single Juniper shrub (Juniperus sp.), and an Oak tree (Quercus sp.) is 

located a small plaza. West of the two-tiered planter is an additional Oak tree (Quercus 

sp.) and another decorative black metal light fixture. The western edge of the park is 

defined by a bark-mulch strip, with a silver-colored abstract sculpture set on top of a 

white pedestal demarcating the area (see figs. 6-14). 

 

Opposite the two-tiered planter to the north, a raised seating area marks the east edge of 

the northwest entrance of the park and the west edge of the artesian well. An Oak tree 
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(Quercus sp.) and a perimeter of concrete-edged grass encloses the space, which contains 

a decorative wood and metal bench and additional black metal light fixture. The area is 

surfaced with rectangular-shaped, gray-toned concrete unit pavers laid out in an offset 

running bond pattern. The brick wall retains the adjacent raised space as well as rear side 

of the artesian well, which is located to the west (see figs. 15-18).    

 

Continuing east from inside the park, south of the raised seating area, are three additional 

entrances into the park. Descending an angular set of stairs, the southernmost entrance 

from the 500 East sidewalk is bordered by a freeform clipped shrub mass of Pyracantha 

(Pyracantha sp.) and a single Linden tree (Tilia sp.). An adjacent entrance from the east 

is flanked by additional massing of Pyracantha (Pyracantha sp.) and two Oak trees 

(Quercus sp.). Nestled in the south shrub mass are four concrete rectangular concrete 

blocks, with circular metal piece mounted in the third block from the left. The purpose of 

the blocks is unclear, although it appears they are the remnants of a forgotten landscape 

art assemblage (see figs. 19-25).  

 

The main entrance into the park is located at the southwest corner of 500 East and 800 

South. Along the west edge of the entrance, a brick wall encases the artesian well. 

Numerous minerals are documented to flow from the well, which has total dissolved 

solids between 700 – 100,000 parts per million. In 1936 from January to December, the 

well was reported to flow at rates of 2-20 gallon per minute from a 2-inch well case 

located at a well depth of 130 feet. Today, three spigots flow from the well casing, the 

overflow constantly emptying into a drain below. A French drain is also located at the 

base to catch spills (see figs. 26-30) (800).   

 

Along the east edge of the main entrance is an additional small wood and metal bench 

and rectangular concrete drinking fountain. The drinking fountain no longer functions 

and has fallen into disrepair (see figs. 31-33).  
 

History:  The Artesian Well Pocket Park is located immediately west of the Central City Local 

Historical District, which is one of the oldest residential neighborhoods of Salt Lake City 

reflective of the “Plat of the City of Zion”.  The historic district is two blocks wide. The 

northern portion of the district houses larger, upscale residential homes and apartments 

while the southern portion contains simple bungalow and brick cottage homes. There is 

some concern that the district’s historical integrity has been compromised over time, the 

result of inappropriate infill development near intersections with major thoroughfares 

from 300 and 500 South (see figs. 34-35) (Historic).     

 

The Artesian Well Pocket Park has historical significance dating back to settlement in the 

Salt Lake Valley. It was originally a stock watering hole for oxen to rest and hydrate 

while travelling between Little Cottonwood Canyon’s granite quarry and the construction 

site of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints’ Salt Lake Temple in downtown 

Salt Lake City. The aquifer sourced to the artesian well comes from a large recharge area 

that extends from Red Butte Creek underneath the University of Utah.  Records as to who 

drilled the well and when the well was drilled are unknown (800; Bills; Sokolow).  

 

On March 14, 1936, the City officially filed an underwater ground claim for the well with 

the State Engineer for domestic and culinary purposes. Legislation further defined all 

water from the well found on the “surface, underground and above the land property” as 

publicly owned by the people of Utah, although the real estate associated with the well 

remained privately owned (800; Sokolow).   
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Sanborn maps from 1898 illustrate a one-level adobe/fire-proof dwelling and detached 

outbuildings were located on the southwest corner of 500 East 800 South. In the 1911 and 

1950 maps, the one-level adobe/fire-proof dwelling is no longer present, and lot line 

adjustments have increased the parcel size. Two one-level brick dwellings with framed 

porches were added at the south end of the lot, leaving the north end of the parcel empty 

(see figs. 36-38).   

 

Salt Lake County archival tax assessment documents indicate the earliest property owner 

as Edna D. Openshaw (no specific date was provided); by 1970 ownership had  

transferred to Don W. and Helen D. Layton, residents of Salt Lake City (Utah; Hale).  

 

In 1975, the Central City Neighborhood Council Park Committee and the Salt Lake City 

recognized and discussed the need to improve the well’s site. Wet slippery sidewalks, 

traffic and parking congestion, and run-down landscaping and maintenance concerns 

were primary concerns (Hale), in addition to the earlier 1965 reports of a major 

underground leak slowing the flow considerably (802).  

 

In 1979 park plans were developed and the City awarded to the project to Ralph L. 

Wadsworth Construction Company, investing $79,450 into betterments including 

walkways, grass, benches, lighting, and a well casing. Construction began on July 31, 

1979 and was completed soon after. In 1983 the well casing and plumbing were upgraded 

(see figs. 39-40) (800; 802; Johnston; Landscapes 4).  

 

Today the well continues to run year-round and is a popular destination for many City 

residents and travelers around the Wasatch Front seeking natural water with high mineral 

contents and no chemicals. Park enhancements in 1979 were focused on formalizing the 

site into a small urban park, and are indicative of numerous similar small park projects 

instituted in the city during the same era. A small wood and metal bench used to be 

located next to the two-tiered planter in 2009, and was relocated in the park near the two-

tiered planter (see fig. 41) (802).  

 

See figure 42 for the 2015 existing conditions of the Artesian Well Pocket Park. 

 

Sources: “800 South 500 East Artesian Park.” Salt Lake City, Utah: Salt Lake City Public Utilities.  

Web. October 26, 2015. 

<http://www.slcdocs.com/utilities/NewsEvents/news2006/news3292006.htm> 
 

“802 South 500 East Artesian Well Park.”  Salt Lake City Architectural Survey. Salt Lake 

City, Utah: Salt Lake City Planning Commission, 1982. Print. 
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Fig. 3. Street view to the southeast looking into the park on 800 South. Note the brick retaining wall 

running the length of 800 South and continuing around the western perimeter and the varied brick and 

concrete walkway surfacing along the frontage of 800 South (Google). 

 

 

Fig. 4. Decorative metal light fixture located west of the northwest entrance of the park along 800 South. 

Note the single family housing to the west, the brick wall and pavement detail (Siri Vlasic, 9/1/15). 
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Fig. 5. A brick retaining wall marks the 800 South entrance frontage. Photograph taken facing east. Note 

the grey and red brick and exposed aggregate concrete pavement detail (Siri Vlasic, 9/1/15). 

 

 

Fig. 6. View to the south of the northwest entrance into the park on 800 South (Siri Vlasic, 9/1/15). 
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Fig. 7. View to the north from inside the northwest entrance of the park facing 800 South. Note the semi-

enclosed grassed area to the left and to the far north across the street an abandoned retail store (Siri 

Vlasic, 9/1/15). 

 

 

Fig. 8. View to the northwest from inside the northwest entrance of the park facing toward 800 South. 

Note the single family housing across the street (Siri Vlasic, 9/1/15). 
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Fig. 9. View to the northeast from inside the northwest entrance of the park facing toward 800 South. 

Note the brick wall used for retaining and to the far northeast across the street a brick retail shop (Siri 

Vlasic, 9/1/15). 

 

 

Fig. 10. Two-tiered concrete fountain repurposed into a planter located along the southern perimeter of 

the park in the southwest corner. Note the circa 1911 single family brick home in the background 

(Sanborn 1911) (Siri Vlasic, 9/1/15). 
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Fig 11. Two-tiered concrete planter filled with annuals in 2009 (Salt 1). 

 

          

Fig. 12. South side of the brick wall and two-tiered planter along the southern perimeter of the park. Note 

the piping and pump casing (JoEllen Gandy, 10/23/15) 
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Fig. 13. View to the southeast of the courtyard and two-tiered concrete planter. Note the decorative metal 

light fixture, brick mini planter box and Oak tree (Quercus sp.) to the far left (Siri Vlasic, 9/1/15). 

 

 

Fig. 14. View to the southwest of the park. Note the Oak tree (Quercus sp.), decorative metal acorn light 

fixture and abstract sculpture to the right (Siri Vlasic, 9/1/15). 
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Fig. 15. A raised seating area marks the east edge of the northwest entrance of the park and west edge of 

the artesian well. Photograph taken facing northeast. Note the change in concrete to rectangle pavers 

outlined with concrete trim, decorative metal light fixture and the rear side of the artesian well to the right 

(Siri Vlasic, 9/1/15). 

 

 

Fig. 16. Decorative wooden and metal bench marks the west edge the raised seating area (Siri Vlasic, 

9/1/15). 



Page 15 

 

 

Fig. 17. Decorative metal light fixture, brick retaining wall and rear side of the artesian well mark the east 

edge of the seating area (Siri Vlasic, 9/1/15). 

 

 

Fig. 18. View to the east of rear side of the artesian well (Siri Vlasic, 9/1/15). 
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Fig. 19. View to the east from inside the park, south of the seating area, facing toward the east entrance 

into the park along 500 East (Siri Vlasic, 9/1/15). 

 

 

Fig. 20. View to the west from inside the park near the east entrance of the park along 500 East. Note the 

change in pavers between the upper and lower level, and the light fixtures, Oak trees (Quercus sp.) and 

sculpture to the far rear (Siri Vlasic, 9/1/15). 
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Fig. 21. View to the south from inside the south entrance of the park along 500 East’s sidewalk (Siri 

Vlasic, 9/1/15). 

 

 

Fig. 22. View to the east from inside the east entrance of the park facing toward 500 East (Siri Vlasic, 

9/1/15).  
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Fig. 23. View to the west of the east entrance into the park from 500 East.  Note Pyracantha shrubs 

(Pyracantha sp.) flanked on each side of the walkway (Google). 

 

 

Fig. 24. Pyracantha shrubs (Pyracantha sp.) border the eastern edge of the park. Note the Linden tree 

(Tilia sp.) to the right (Siri Vlasic, 9/1/15). 
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Fig. 25. Four concrete rectangular blocks nestled among Pyracantha shrubs (Pyracantha sp.)  (JoEllen 

Grandy, 10/23/15). 

 

 

 

Fig. 26. Street view to the southwest of the main entrance into the park on the corner of 500 East and 800 

South (Google) 
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Fig. 27. View to the southwest inside the main entrance into the park on the corner of 500 East and 800 

South.  Note the artesian well along the brick wall (Siri Vlasic, 9/1/15). 

 

 

Fig. 28. View to the northwest of the artesian well and mini courtyard. Note the change in surfacing from 

concrete to brick pavers (Siri Vlasic, 9/1/15). 
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Fig. 29. View to the northwest of the artesian well (Siri Vlasic, 9/1/15). 

 

 

Fig. 30. View to the southwest of the artesian well (Siri Vlasic, 9/1/15). 
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Fig. 31. View to the northeast inside the main entrance into the park on the corner of 500 East and 800 

South. Note the decorative wooden and metal bench (Siri Vlasic, 9/1/15). 

 

 

Fig. 32. View to the southwest inside the main entrance into the park on the corner of 500 East and 800 

South. Note the rectangular concrete drinking fountain to the left near the garbage dispenser (Siri Vlasic, 

9/1/15). 
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Fig. 33. Rectangular concrete drinking fountain in 2009 to the left; in 2015 to the right (Salt 7; JoEllen 

Grandy, 10/23/15). 
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Fig. 34. An 1875 southeastern bird’s eye view of Salt Lake City. Note the ten-acre block grid pattern 

patterned after the “Plat of the City of Zion”. Map courtesy of Library of Congress, Geography and Map 

Division (Glover). 

 

 

Fig. 35. An 1875 southeastern close-up bird’s eye view of the City block where the Artesian Well Pocket 

Park would eventually be established. Map courtesy of Library of Congress, Geography and Map 

Division (Glover). 
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Fig. 36. 1898 Sanborn map illustrates the location of an adobe/fireproof and framed dwelling and 

detached outbuildings (Sanborn, 1898). 
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Fig. 37. 1911 Sanborn map illustrates the absence of the adobe/fireproof and framed dwelling and 

detached outbuildings, lot line adjustment, and the addition of two brick dwellings with framed porches.  

Note the southwest corner of 500 East 800 South is empty (Sanborn, 1911). 
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Fig. 38. 1950 Sanborn map illustrates continuation of two brick dwellings with a slight change in framed 

porches (Sanborn, 1950). 

 

Fig. 39. See attached map of 1979 original plans for the Artesian Well Pocket Park (City).  
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Fig. 40. Southwest view at the main entrance into the park on the corner of 500 East and 800 South in 

1980. Note the large decorative wooden and metal bench and planting of Quaking Aspen trees (Populus 

tremuloides) in the raised seating area (802). 

 

 

Fig. 41. Southwest view inside the main entrance into the park on the corner of 500 East and 800 South in 

2009. Note the decorative wooden and metal bench to the rear east of the two-tiered planter (Salt 6). 

 

Fig. 42. See attached map of 2015 existing conditions of the Artesian Well Pocket Park. 
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Color key to Sanborn maps (Color) 
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