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TO: City Council Members  

FROM:  Lehua Weaver and Jan Aramaki  
 Policy Analysts 
 
DATE: March 1, 2015 

RE: ORDINANCE:  ANNUAL ASSESSMENT 
LIGHTING DISTRICT L03, Dist. 3, 4, 5, 
6 and 7  

 

PROJECT TIMELINE: 

 Work Session briefing:    
March 3, 2015  
Follow-up Work Session 
briefing:  May 5, 2015 

 

   

ISSUE AT-A-GLANCE   
Each March, an ordinance approving an assessment list and levying an annual assessment upon property 
owners in Special Lighting District L03 (“L03”) is scheduled for the Council’s adoption.  This Council action is 
generally considered routine in nature.  However, at the Council’s March 3, 2015 Work Session, the Council was 
informed that assessment fees for several property owners extensions (extensions/neighborhoods) of L03 are 
significantly higher for 20151.  The 2015 increases follow increases that were already applied in 2014 as a result 
of significantly increased maintenance costs and fund balance corrections.  In light of the large increases, the 
Council’s adoption of this year’s assessment was delayed until Council staff had the opportunity to explore 
options with the Administration to assist the Council in their policy discussion.   Expenses for L03 are part of the 
approved FY 2014/2105 budget. 
 
As a result of the Council’s March briefing on L03, Council and Administrative staff have been collaborating and 
recommend two paths moving forward:  1) Processing of L03 – including improvements to notification and 
ability to mail 2015 annual assessment (this is more time sensitive) charging property owners the same as last 
year or at the Administration’s proposed rates or at a lower rate from what the Administration proposed, and 2) 
Comprehensive review of the City’s Lighting Districts – this includes a more thorough review of accounts, 
balances, management, and identifying improvements.  Item 2 will require more time and will impact all Special 
Lighting Districts and SAAs.   
 
During the March 3, 2015 briefing, the Council took three unanimous straw polls to:      

																																																								
1Refer	to	Attachment	A	for	a	list	of	annual	assessment	amounts	and	the	Administration’s	proposed	2015	assessment	
increases	for	extensions	(neighborhoods)	in	Lighting	District	L03.	
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1) Improve notification to property owners, including an explanation for a fee increase and provide more 
advance notice when a fee increase is involved for all future Special Lighting District assessments.2  
  

2) Hold a Council public hearing for Lighting District L03 and provide notification to all property owners 
of the public hearing date and time.  (Staff has some follow-up questions listed below.) 
 

3) When an assessment increases over 50 percent, phase the increase in over a period of three years for all 
future Special Lighting District assessments.  Assessment accounts are to be self-funded to avoid a 
subsidy from the General Fund.  (Staff has provided some corrected information about this topic below.)  
 

Goal of the briefing:  Provide options and new information for the Council’s consideration in order to move 
Lighting District L03 annual assessments forward for the Council’s adoption. Review current plans for the 
comprehensive review of City Lighting Districts and provide any feedback. 

NEW INFORMATION   
Regarding the more comprehensive review of all 42 (extensions/neighborhoods) of the City’s 
Lighting Districts - A consultant has been hired to assist the City in evaluating the circumstances surrounding 
the negative fund balances found in 14 of the 42  Special Lighting District extensions. The consultant has been 
asked to explore the history of the Lighting District accounts, identify causes for the negative balances, establish 
the current status of accounts, develop some potential options to improve management of Lighting Districts in 
the City, and clearly identify the nature of expenses charged to the various extensions for maintenance.  It 
appears that there will be additional increases for assessments in upcoming years based on maintenance work 
order costs.  The consultant’s recommendations will be provided to the Council when the Council continues its 
discussion on private lighting and future Special Assessment Areas (SAA), likely later this Summer.    As a 
reminder, the Council held a briefing on SAAs and Private Lighting areas in July 2014. Following the briefing 
and Council direction, the Administration submitted a transmittal for a future Council follow-up discussion on 
Citywide lighting and SAAs, but that conversation has yet to be scheduled.  At this point, the discussion will be 
scheduled when the consultant’s recommendations are received on the comprehensive review. The Council’s 
direction from July 2014, on topics such as the General Fund 25% subsidy and conversion to energy efficient 
lighting, will be discussed during that future briefing.  
 
Regarding the more immediate issue of L03 2015assessments - Staff has new information and some 
clarifications regarding two of the Council’s March 3rd straw polls:  
 
Straw Poll #2:  Holding a public hearing 

In discussing the next steps for a public hearing, Council and Administrative staff raised questions about 
what would be asked of the public during the hearing – what would they respond to? It is important that 
residents within Lighting Districts do not have the impression that they can opt out of their District.  A few 
options for the Council’s consideration:  

a. Information gathering hearing - Hold a hearing to give residents an opportunity to voice concerns 
or comments about the Lighting Districts. This could provide some helpful information to the 
consultant on areas of the Lighting Districts that could be improved.   Timing: this could be held 
later in the summer separate from the current issue of L03 annual assessments.  This would mean 
that the L03 assessments would go out now with the direction of the Council on assessment 
amounts (at last year’s rate, higher rates as proposed by the Administration, or at a smaller 
increase). 

	
b. Feedback re: the increase – Hold a hearing and ask residents of L03 to provide feedback on 

whether the current 2015 assessment should apply the proposed steep increases, in order to make 

																																																								
2	Refer	to	Attachment B, a detailed notice to L03 property owners to help educate them regarding their fee 
increase for this year’s assessment.	
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progress on recovering negative balances, or apply a smaller increase, or remain flat to last year 
while the broader Lighting District review happens.  Timing: this would be held in May in order 
to get feedback in time for the annual assessments to be mailed prior to the end of the fiscal year. 

	
c. A third option mentioned by Administrative staff or a variation of either of the other two, would 

be to use the Board of Equalization meeting that is being thought of by the Administration at the 
end of summer for providing an opportunity for staff to present information to the assessment 
payers and gather input. In addition to L03 this would also cover L01 and L02.  The Council may 
wish to ask the Administration for more information on this approach.  In this case, the Board of 
Equalization would have been held after bills have been sent out. 

	
Staff Recommendation:  It seems as though the information gathering hearing is more consistent with 
the Council’s hope to improve communications and transparency with property owners in Lighting Districts. 
The Administration has proposed holding an Open House to share information and answer questions prior 
to a Council hearing.  Pairing an Open House and Public Hearing could achieve better engagement with 
Lighting District residents, and inform the broader process of improving the City’s role in Lighting Districts. 
This would also relieve some of the time pressure on getting assessments for L03 mailed out.  In order to 
make sure that L03 residents receive more information about their annual assessment, the City’s mailing 
letter could be more detailed about the current status of their Lighting District. 

 
Straw Poll #3:  Phasing in large increases and ensure accounts are self-funded 

The first part of this relates to phasing in the large proposed increases; the Council requested that the 
increases be phased in over three years. Corrected information: Staff did not explain well that the 
increases, to correct negative fund balances, are already phased in over 10 years.  The proposed L03 2015 
assessment, budget year FY 2014/15 assessment reflects year one of the 10-year fund balance recovery.   The 
mid-year adjustments to L03 holding increases to 50% will affect the fund balance correction to L03-12 and  
the balance of the overall fund.  With this new information, the Council will likely want to revisit the straw 
poll, because switching from a 10-year phase in to a 3-year phase in would make the increases even larger.   
The second part of this straw poll was regarding the City’s accounting for the Lighting Districts, and making 
sure that the General Fund was not contributing to the accounts due to the large negative balances. 
Corrected information:  The City has a separate fund for all Lighting Districts (Special Assessment 
Areas). This fund includes all the separate Lighting areas. The areas with positive account balances have 
been adequate to balance the negative accounts. The fund has maintained a positive overall balance; 
however, it should be noted that the General Fund is providing the City’s 25 percent subsidy that goes 
towards operation and maintenance.  

 
 
Note:  An ordinance for Lighting District L01 annual assessments is generally scheduled for June and an 
ordinance for Lighting District L02 annual assessments is generally scheduled in October.   
 

 
POLICY QUESTIONS   

 
In an effort to move Lighting District L03 forward, the following policy questions are for the Council’s 
consideration:   
 

1. Does the Council want to hold a public hearing before assessment notices or after notices are mailed 
to property owners? 
 

2. Does the Council want to revisit the straw poll regarding phasing in large increases?  
 
3. If the Council approves of the annual assessments moving ahead, should the assessments be:   

a. Held flat at last year’s rates pending a comprehensive overview; or 
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b. Remain at the Administration’s proposed significantly higher rates; or  
c. Adjusted to a lower rate from what the Administration proposed? 

 
 
ADDITIONAL & BACKGROUND INFORMATION   
(The following information was provided in the March 3rd Staff Report.) 
 
The Administration requested that the City Council adopt an ordinance approving the annual assessment on 
properties in Lighting District L03. Lighting District L03 is an SAA, an area where property owners request 
additional street lights or decorative poles and fixtures for an assessed fee.  This action would renew the annual 
assessment for operation, maintenance, and electrical energy costs of street lights within the lighting district.  
The Office of the City Engineer has determined that the total estimated annual costs for street lights for Lighting 
District L03 will be $340,850 for 2015.  The City’s portion is $85,213 leaving an assessment of $255,637 upon 
the 663 property owners in the lighting district.  The Administration has provided the City Council a map 
illustrating the extensions (neighborhoods) within the district and a spreadsheet showing the costs and the 
number of properties within each extension.   
 
As mentioned earlier in this report, the 2015 fees proposed for some areas of the District are significantly higher 
than 2014 fees. Out of the 20 neighborhoods (extensions) that make up Lighting District L03, eight 
neighborhoods have a zero percent increase, while increases for the other 12 neighborhoods range from 2.88 
percent to 151.96 percent.3  The assessment for each extension is calculated independently of the other 
neighborhoods with a different percentage rate. The number of property owners affected in each neighborhood 
varies. For example:  110 property owners’ assessments will increase 39.19 percent for an additional $160.33 on 
their annual bill.  Four property owners’ assessments will increase 151.96 percent for an additional $857.79, and 
one property owner’s assessment will increase 39.95 percent increase for an additional $914.43. 
 
According to the Administration, variable assessments are a result of power bill and monthly maintenance 
contract costs being calculated per lamp, costs associated with significant maintenance issues, numerous work 
orders associated with outage repairs and wind damage, high deficit fund balances being amortized over 10 
years, catching up on deferred maintenance, and non-routine maintenance items.  
 
The Administration states that property owners’ assessments for Lighting District L03 remained the same from 
April 2011 to April 2013.  However, in April 2014, several property owners experienced an increase in their 
assessment rates and expected increased rates for 2015 are noted in Attachment A.  Increases have occurred 
because of light poles maintenance and extraordinary maintenance costs, resulting in negative balances for 
various extensions.   
 
The Council discussed the unusual nature of increasing property owner fees without giving them an opportunity 
to go before the Board of Eq1ualization since hearings are now held every five years ( last hearings for Lighting 
District L03 were held on November 16, 17 and 18, 2010).  Therefore, property owners of Lighting District L03 
would not be given an opportunity to discuss their projected 2015 assessments since the next Board of 
Equalization hearings wouldn’t be held until September 2015.   The Council made the decision to schedule a 
public hearing to enhance public engagement based on the Council’s  policy to hold a public hearing whenever 
there is a fee increase (although not a legal requirement).    
 
History of SAAs and Lo1, L02, and L03 
An SAA includes property owners within a specific neighborhood who desired special or more lighting than the 
City’s standard level of lighting and who were willing to be assessed for the additional costs of the lighting 
petitioned the City for the creation of SAAs.  Special assessment districts are formed by ordinance upon 
agreement of a majority of the area property owners.   The City currently has three “super districts” labeled as 
L01, L02, and L03.  
 
Street Lighting Super Districts L01, L02 and L03 require the abutting property owners to pay 100 percent of the 
capital costs of the lighting and 75 percent of the ongoing operating and maintenance cost of the lights.  
Historically, the City has paid the remaining 25 percent as the equivalent of lighting that would be provided by 
the City.  However, in July 2014, the Council took a straw poll to gradually eliminate the City’s contribution to 

																																																								
3	Refer	to	Attachment	A	for	a	list	of	annual	assessment	amounts	and	the	Administration’s	proposed	2015	assessment	
increases	for	extensions	(neighborhoods)	in	Lighting	District	L03.	
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the ongoing operating costs. The practice of the General Fund providing a 25 percent subsidy for the 
assessments continues and is reflected in this ordinance.   The property owners’ costs are levied and billed 
annually in the form of special assessments.   
 
There are 42 existing street lighting extensions (neighborhoods) within three super districts to isolate the annual 
assessment process. These extensions were combined into the three super districts based on assessment due 
dates, not on geographical location.  On an annual basis, each district is renewed by assessment ordinance, such 
as this request for Lighting District L03 that is before the Council for consideration. 
On December 11, 2012, the City Council adopted an ordinance that created an enterprise fund to pay for the 
operation and maintenance of Salt Lake City streetlights at a base level of lighting. The fund receives revenues 
through a fee charged to residents based on street frontage.  The annual assessments charged to property owners 
within the SAAs are in addition to the $3.73 per month base service fee for city-wide lighting.   
 
 cc:     David Everitt, Jeff Niermeyer, Tom Ward, Margaret Plane, Gina Chamness, Jim Lewis, Brad Stewart, 

Dave Pearson, Kurt Spjute, Marina Scott, Boyd Ferguson, Garth Limburg, Joseph Moratella, Holly 
Hilton,  Cindy Arnold, Linda Hamilton   

File: Lighting District L03 Annual Assessment Ordinance 2015 
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ATTACHMENT A 

 

Note:  highlighted extensions meet the Council’s straw poll “phase in over three years any increases over 50 
percent.”  As noted in the list below, a three year phase in period would apply to 127 property owners’ 
assessments. 

Annual Assessment Amounts - Proposed Changes 

Percent Council   

District Portion 7 5% Per Property * Portion 7 5% Per Property * Change  District

L03-5 13 3,7 50.00 288.46 3,7 50.00 288.46 0.00 0.00% 3

L03-9 37 15,000.00 405.41 15,000.00 405.41 0.00 0.00% 3

L03-10 24 7 ,350.00 306.25 7 ,561.7 8 315.07 8.82 2.88% 3

L03-11 26 4,7 7 7 .50 183.7 5 4,7 7 7 .50 183.7 5 0.00 0.00% 3 and 4

L03-12 64 20,250.00 316.41 35,620.04 556.56 240.16 7 5.90% 3
L03-19 15 5,336.25 355.7 5 5,336.25 355.7 5 0.00 0.00% 5

L03-20 44 3,150.00 7 1.59 3,937 .50 89.49 17 .90 25.00% 6

L03-22 48 3,937 .50 82.03 3,937 .50 82.03 0.00 0.00% 6

L03-23 110 45,000.00 409.09 62,635.86 569.42 160.33 39.19% 7

L03-24 7 4 8,333.25 112.61 11 ,228.02 151.7 3 39.12 34.7 4% 6

L03-38 36 4,500.00 125.00 6,066.53 168.51 43.51 34.81% 6

L03-40 19 3,227 .25 169.86 3,227 .25 169.86 0.00 0.00% 3

L03-42 4 2,250.00 562.50 5,669.17 1 ,417 .29 854.7 9 151.96% 3

L03-47 8 9,7 19.25 1,214.91 9,7 19.25 1,214.91 0.00 0.00% 3

L03-50 31 15,7 50.00 508.06 19,917 .35 642.50 134.43 26.46% 3

L03-56 44 2,400.00 54.55 2,400.00 54.55 0.00 0.00% 6

L03-67 47 16,500.00 351.06 31,7 35.30 67 5.22 324.16 92.34% 4
L03-69 6 11,250.00 1,87 5.00 11,929.61 1 ,988.27 113.27 6.04% 3

L03-7 0 12 4,7 25.00 393.7 5 7 ,7 99.15 649.93 256.18 65.06% 3

L03-80 1 2,47 5.00 2,47 5.00 3,389.43 3,389.43 914.43 36.95% 3

T otal 663 189,681.00 255,637 .47 34.7 7 %

FY 13/14 Assessm ent FY 14/15  Assessm ent

Am ount 
Change per 

Property  
PER YEAR

# of 
Properties 
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ATTACHMENT B – DRAFT  
              

 
SPECIAL ASSESSMENT NOTICE 

 
TBD  

City Council Public Hearing   
May___,2015, __pm 

City Council Chambers, 451 South State Street 
7:00 p.m. 

 
Public Information Session 

May  ___, 2015 4:30 pm to 6:30 pm 
City Engineering Conference Room  

Plaza 349 6th Floor, 349 South 200 East 
 
 

Sections highlighted in grey would be specific to each extension.  
[Date] 
 
Dear Property Owner: 

Our records show that you are a property owner in Special Assessment Area (SAA) Lighting 
District No. 3, Extension 12 (L03-12). In past years, you would have received your annual bill by this 
time of year, however it is arriving late due to an internal City review of the SAA program and L03.  
Enclosed is your annual bill, due by June 30 (???).    
 

We want to take this opportunity to update you on the status of your lighting area. As you may 
know, the lighting provides an added amenity to neighborhoods, but also requires a higher frequency 
of maintenance and repairs.  Due to maintenance and upgrades that either need to happen now or 
have happened over the years, some of the the City’s SAAs currently have a negative balance.  For 
example, there is currently a deficit fund balance of $378,573 in your Lighting District (L03-12) due to 
major maintenance expenses associated with outage repairs and wind damage and for replacement of 
underground wiring and circuits for 56 lamps that occurred in fiscal year 2011 and 2012. In order to 
keep the SAAs in good financial health, the City has started to impose increases to the annual bills for 
each property owner.  

 
In light of all these factors, Salt Lake City is reviewing the status of each SAA and considering 

how to make improvements to the management and financial burdens of the districts.  This 
comprehensive review will address financial status and handling, improving communication and 
transparency with SAA residents, energy efficiency upgrades, and other management related 
components.  
 

TBD As the City evaluates the overall status of SAAs, the Council has chosen to hold a public 
hearing on ________ at _________.  The Council would like to hear from you about . . ..  (we’ll fill 
this in later).  
 

TBD Prior to the public hearing, Salt Lake City staff will also hold an informational meeting 
and will be available to discuss the street lighting assessments with you in person from 4:30-6:30 p.m. 
at the Salt Lake City Engineering Conference Room, 349 South 200 East, 6th floor, Salt Lake City. 
 
General Background about SAAs 

Your SAA area located in Lighting District L03, extension 12, was created by Salt Lake City in 
1997 with notice and approval of a majority of property owners. When the SAA was established, 
residents elected to pay an annual assessment for the higher levels of street lighting. In addition, all 
property owners in Salt Lake City, including those in SAAs, are charged a base fee of $3.73 per month 
for basic streetlights Citywide that is included on your utility bill.  
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Special lighting district assessments may vary from year to year, and are calculated annually by 

evaluating power costs, routine maintenance, extraordinary maintenance outlays, and corrections to 
fund balances if necessary.   
 
 
 
 
Current Financial Status for L03:   
 

District - Extension 

L03-12 

Individual 
Property 

Owner 
Share 

Fund Balance  -  as of 02/13/2015  <$378,573>  

Annual Power Cost                        <$3,294>   

 Operations and Maintenance (need to put what this 
covers over power)                        <$2,890> 

 

Overhead and Administration <$1,291>   

City’s Contribution                          $11,873  

2015 Assessment for LO3-12 (total collected from 
property owners)  $30,007 

 

Fund Balance Payback $34,405  

 Estimated Fund Balance– 3/31/2016 <$344,168>   

Annual Assessment for 100 linear feet of Street Frontage $564   

 
 
Facts about your assessment: 

 The assessment for this SAA is slated to increase 50% over the previous year’s assessment.  
 Your calculated annual assessment for May 2015 is $____________________, which is 

$___ more than last year’s assessment. 
 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Brad Stewart or Garth Limburg:   

Brad Stewart                    Garth Limburg 
Development Engineer                                                      Salt Lake City Treasurer’s Office 
Salt Lake City Department of Public Utilities                    801-535-7719 
801-483-6733                                                                    garth.limburg@slcgov.com 

  brad.stewart@slcgov.com       
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Issue Origin: This is a request for adoption of an ordinance authorizing the Mayor to 
approve the annual assessment ordinance for Special Lighting District L03-2015 (see 
Attachment 3). There are four attachments accompanying this transmittal as follows: 
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The Calendar of Events for the assessment is provided in Attachment 1. 

Analysis: The annual operation, maintenance and electrical energy costs for the District is 
estimated at $340,849.99. The City pays 25% ofthe annual expenses ($85,212.50) and 
the residents in the District pay the remaining 75% ($255,637.49). The City's portion is 
included in the City's non-departmental operation budget for FY 2015. 

Attachment 3, the Assessment Ordinance, authorizes the Mayor to approve the annual 
assessment for the Special Lighting District L03-2015 to be levied upon each parcel of 
property in the lighting district for the purpose of paying the resident's share of operating, 
maintenance, and electrical energy costs of the District. There are 663 properties in the 
lighting district, which is comprised of numerous extension sites throughout the City. 
The Costs and number of properties within each extension are shown in Attachment 2. A 
map of the extensions within the District is shown in Attachment 4. 

Master Plan Considerations: The proposed ordinance is consistent with the City's Street 
Light Master Plan and Policy. 

PUBLIC PROCESS: Residents have the opportunity to file protests with the Board of 
Equalization. 



Attachment 1 

Calendar for Street Lighting District L03-2015 



L03 2014 
Calendar for Street Lighting Special Assessment Area 

Date Days for Task Task Responsible Group 

Friday, December19,2014 Preliminary tax rolls prepared. Engineering 

Tuesday, January 13, 2015 25 Assessment costs to City Treasurer for approval. Engineering 

Tuesday, January 27, 2015 14 
The Assessment Ordinance draft to Salt Lake City (the 

Bond Counsel 
City). 

Tuesday, February 03, 2015 7 
The Assessment Ordinance and Council transmittal 

Public Utilities 
letter delivered to the Treasurer's Office for review. 

Tuesday, February 03, 2015 0 
Copies of the Assessment Ordinance and Council 

Public Utilities 
transmittal letter sent to Engineering. 

The Assessment Ordinance and Council transmittal 
Tuesday, February 10, 2015 7 letter sent to Engineering. letter delivered to Mayors Public Utilities 

Office for review. 

Tuesday, February 17, 2015 7 
The Assessment Ordinance paperwork delivered to the 

Mayor's Office & City Council 
Council office and added to Council Agenda. 

The Assessment Ordinance approved by City Council, 
Tuesday, March 03, 2015 14 and the Recorder's office to send documents Bond Mayor's Office & City Council 

Counsel for publication. 

Friday, March 06, 2015 3 District transferred from set-up to billing . Treasurer's Office 

Monday, March 16, 2015 10 The Assessment Ordinance published. Bond Counsel 

Monday, March 30, 2015 14 Billings mailed to property owners. Treasurer's Office 

Last Updated on 1211312013 



Attachment 2 

Costs for Street Lighting District L03-2015 



Per Tax Roll Summary - Updated Rates 

SAA District Abutter City Total Property Count 
1157 L03-5 $ 3,750.00 $ 1,250.00 $ 5,000.00 13 
1158 L03-9 $ 15,000.00 $ 5,000.00 $ 20,000.00 37 
1159 L03-10 $ 7,561.78 $ 2,520.59 $ 10,082.37 24 
1160 L03-11 $ 4,777.50 $ 1,592.50 $ 6,370.00 26 
1161 L03-12 $ 35,620.04 $ 11,873.35 $ 47,493.39 64 
1162 L03-19 $ 5,336.25 $ 1,778.75 $ 7,115.00 15 
1163 L03-20 $ 3,937.50 $ 1,312.50 $ 5,250.00 44 
1164 L03-22 $ 3,937.50 $ 1,312.50 $ 5,250.00 48 
1165 L03-23 $ 62,635.86 $ 20,878.62 $ 83,514.48 110 
1166 L03-24 $ 11,228.02 $ 3,742.67 $ 14,970.69 74 
1167 L03-38 $ 6,066.53 $ 2,022.18 $ 8,088.71 36 
1168 L03-40 $ 3,227.25 $ 1,075.75 $ 4,303.00 19 

L03-41 
1170 L03-42 $ 5,669.17 $ 1,889.72 $ 7,558.89 4 
1172 L03-47 $ 9,719.25 $ 3,239.75 $ 12,959.00 8 

L03-48 
1173 L03-50 $ 19,917.35 $ 6,639.12 $ 26,556.47 31 
1174 L03-56 $ 2,400.00 $ 800.00 $ 3_, 200.00 44 
1175 L03-67 $ 31,735.30 $ 10,578.43 $ 42,313.73 47 
1176 L03-69 $ 11,929.61 $ 3,976.54 $ 15,906.15 6 
1177 L03-70 $ 7,799.15 $ 2,599.72 $ 10,398.87 12 
1178 L03-80 $ 3,389.43 $ 1,129.81 $ 4,519.24 1 

Total $ 255,637.49 $ 85,212.50 $ 340,849.99 663 



Attachment 3 

Assessment Ordinance for Street Lighting District L03-2015 



Salt Lake City, Utah 

March 3, 2015 

A regular meeting of the City Council of Salt Lake City, Utah, was held on 
Tuesday, March 3, 2015, at the hour of7:00 p.m. at the offices ofthe City Council at 451 
South State Street, Salt Lake City, Utah, at which meeting there were present and 
answering to roll call the following members who constituted a quorum: 

Luke Garrott 
James Rogers 
Erin J. Robinson Mendenhall 
Stan Penfold 
Charlie Luke 
Kyle LaMalfa 
Lisa Adams 

Also present: 

Ralph Becker 
Margaret D. Plane 
Cindi Mansell 

Absent: 

Chair 
Vice-Chair 
Councilmember 
Councilmember 
Councilmember 
Councilmember 
Councilmember 

Mayor 
City Attorney 
City Recorder 

After the meeting had been duly called to order and after other matters not 
pertinent to this ordinance had been discussed, the City Recorder presented to the City 
Council a Certificate of Compliance with Open Meeting Law with respect to this March 
3, 2015, meeting, a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit A. 
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ORDINANCE NO. of2015 

An ordinance (the "2015 Assessment Ordinance") approving an 
assessment list and levying an annual assessment upon property in Salt 
Lake City, Utah Lighting District No. 3, known as L03 (the "District 
L03"); establishing the effective date of the 2015 Assessment Ordinance; 
providing for a procedure to contest an assessment; and related matters. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL (THE "COUNCIL") OF SALT 
LAKE CITY (THE "CITY"), UTAH, AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. Determination of Costs. The annual estimated operation and 
maintenance costs of District L03 to provide for current street lighting within District 
L03 have been determined. 

Section 2. Approval of Assessment List; Findings. The Council confirms and 
approves the District L03 assessment list, a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit B 
and incorporated herein by reference (the "Assessment List"). The Assessment List has 
been adjusted to comport with the previous year's operating experience for District L03 
and it includes estimated operation and maintenance costs for the twelve-month period 
beginning July 1, 2014, and ending June 30, 2015 (the "O&M Period"). The Council has 
determined that the Assessment List is just and equitable; that each piece of property to 
be assessed within District L03 will be benefited in an amount not less than the 
assessment to be levied against said property; and that no piece of property listed in the 
Assessment List will bear more than its proportionate share of the cost of the estimated 
operation and maintenance costs within District L03. 

Section 3. Levy of Assessments. The Council hereby levies an assessment 
upon the real property identified in the Assessment List. The assessments levied upon 
each parcel of property therein described shall be in the amount set forth in the 
Assessment List as adjusted. 

The assessments hereby levied are for the purpose of paying the estimated 
operation and maintenance costs to provide street lighting and electrical energy for street 
lighting within District L03 for the O&M Period. It is hereby determined and established 
that the property being assessed will be specifically benefited to the full amount of the 
assessment hereby levied to cover said estimated operation and maintenance costs. All 
property benefited is within the boundaries of District L03. Unless future modifications 
revise the purposes and plans of District L03, future assessments will continue to be 
levied annually for the reasonable useful life of the facilities to be maintained by the 
assessment levy based upon applicable rates established by the energy contract with the 
City. Future non-energy costs of operation and maintenance relating to the providing of 
lighting benefits will also be a factor in determining future rates. The City Treasurer is 
hereby authorized and directed to notify property owners of this assessment and to collect 
assessments in accordance with the provisions of this 2015 Assessment Ordinance for the 
purposes herein provided. 
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trustee for purposes of the enforcement action. If at the sale no person or entity shall bid 
and pay the City the amount due on the assessment plus interest and costs, the property 
shall be deemed sold to the City for these amounts. The City shall be permitted to bid at 
the sale. 

The election by the City to use or not to use a Notice of Delinquency and a Notice 
of Default shall have no effect on the perfecting of the lien resulting from a delinquency 
in the payment of any assessment after publication of this Assessment Ordinance. The 
remedies provided herein for the collection of assessments and the enforcement of liens 
shall be deemed and construed to be cumulative and the use of any one method or means 
of collection or enforcement shall not deprive the City of the use of any other method or 
means. The amounts of accrued interest and all costs of collection shall be added to the 
amount ofthe assessment up to the date of judgment or, in the case of foreclosure action, 
the date of the foreclosure sale. 

Section 7. Remedy of Default. If prior to the final date that payment may be 
legally made under a final sale or foreclosure of property to collect delinquent assessment 
installments, the property owner pays the full amount of the unpaid assessment balance 
with interest at the Delinquent Rate, plus all approved or required costs, the owner shall 
then be restored to the right to pay installments in the same manner as if default had not 
occurred. 

Section 8. Lien of Assessment. An assessment levied by this 2015 
Assessment Ordinance or any unpaid portion of an earlier assessment, any interest 
accruing, and the costs of recording and collection shall constitute a lien against the 
property upon which the assessment is levied as of April 15, 2015, the effective date of 
this 2015 Assessment Ordinance (the "Effective Date"), or for any unpaid portion of an 
earlier assessment, as of the effective date of any earlier applicable assessment ordinance. 
Unless the assessment becomes delinquent, no notice of lien may be recorded and no 
release of lien will be recorded at the time of payment. When a delinquency occurs, a 
notice of lien setting out the assessment balance due may be incorporated into a Notice of 
Delinquency that will be recorded. The assessment lien based on this 2015 Assessment 
Ordinance, or on an earlier assessment ordinance, if the delinquency predates the 
effective date of this 2015 Assessment Ordinance, shall be superior to the lien of any trust 
deed, mortgage, mechanic's or materialman's lien, or other encumbrance and shall be 
equal to and on a parity with the lien for general property taxes. The lien shall continue 
until the assessment and any interest, penalties, and costs on it are paid, notwithstanding 
any sale of the property for or on account of a delinquent general property tax, special 
tax, or other assessment or the issuance of a tax deed, an assignment of interest by the 
governing entity, or a sheriffs certificate of sale or deed. 

Section 9. Contestability. No assessment shall be declared void or set aside 
in whole or in part in consequence of any error or irregularity which does not go to the 
equity or justice of the assessment or proceeding. Any party who has not waived his or 
her objections to the assessment may commence a civil action against the City to enjoin 
the levy or collection of the assessment or to set aside and declare unlawful this 2015 
Assessment Ordinance. 
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PASSED AND APPROVED by the City Council of the City, this March 3, 2015. 

(SEAL) 

By: _______ ______ _ 
Chair 

ATTEST: 

By: ___________ __ _ 

City Recorder 
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STATE OF UTAH ) 
: ss. 

COUNTY OF SALT LAKE ) 

I, Cindi Mansell, the duly appointed, qualified, and acting City Recorder of Salt 
Lake City, Utah, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a full, true, and correct 
copy of the record of proceedings had by the City Council of Salt Lake City, Utah, at its 
meeting held on March 3, 2015, insofar as the same relates to or concerns Salt Lake City, 
Utah Lighting District L03 as the same appears of record in my office. 

I further certify that the 2015 Assessment Ordinance levying the special 
assessments was recorded by me in the official records of Salt Lake City on March 3, 
2015. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the corporate 
seal of Salt Lake City, Utah this March 3, 2015. 

(SEAL) 

By: _____________ _ 
City Recorder 
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PROOF OF PUBLICATION 

Attached to this page is the Proof of Publication, indicating by the affidavit of the 
publisher that the said 2015 Assessment Ordinance levying the special assessments 
adopted by the City Council on March 3, 2015, was published one time in The Salt Lake 
Tribune. 
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SCHEDULE 1 

NOTICE OF MEETING 
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SCHEDULE2 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING SCHEDULE 
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Attachment 4 

Map for Street Lighting District L03-2015 
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